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Ordered, 
HAT the Jenks of this Houſe ble 


iven to the Reverend Dr. M illiam 
Stakeley, for the Sermon by him preached 
before this Houſe, on- ſaturday laſt, at St. 
Margaret's, W eftminſter, a and that he be 
deſired to print the fame; and that Mr. 
Vyner, Mr. Sydenham, and Mr. Wi han 
Banks, do acquaint him therewith. 


N. HarDINGE, 


Cl. Dom. Com. 


, e nations o Jeremiah, i i. 6. ! 1 


He hath Hiolenthy ralen away his tabernacle, 
He hath deſtroyed bis places of the aſſembly, 
. . the Log hath Gl the ſolemn feaſts 


and aA Hs 10 be forgotten in Zion, 
and hath deſpiſed in the indignation of bis 
Aer, the Ang and the prieft. 


in meter, as many other of the ſacred writ- 
an are. The Hebrew meter (which is the 
origi in of all 5 compoſition) is not like that of the 
2 and Latin, which conſiſts of feet, nor of the 
Gothic ſort, in riming, but is an artificial form of 
ſpeech, ſublime, magnificent, emphatical, and figu- 
rative, ſuch as is peculiar and neceſſary to that kind 
of writing, and chiefly adapted to religious ſubjects. 
Tunis before us of the Lamentations is ſo con- 
trived, that the verſes begin with the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet, in their order“: which was done 
for memory ſake, and method of ſinging by parts; 
to be ſet to muſic and chanted in the chutch ſervice. 


'Tis a conſummare piece of elegiac poetry ; wherein 


the prophet bewails the miſerable thraldom of his na- 
tive country, from the Babylomſh captivity, inthe moſt 
moving and melancholy terms: Such as would in- 
ſpire a ſavage breaſt with compaſſion, or affect the 
heart of the proudeſt conqueror. 


. Every chapter therefore conſiſts of 22 verſes, te to the 
number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet : Except the third chapter- 
conſiſting of 66, which is three times 22. Some of David's palms 
of praiſe are framed after the like manner, particularly the — and 
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No doubt the muſic it was ſet to, was equally 
pathetio and dolorous.... For the Hehrew artiſts could 
apply the powerful ſounds of muſic to occafions of 
rief, as well as thoſe of joy and feſtivity, Thus in 
alm cxxxvii. wrote on the. ſame occaſion, By tbe 
waters of Babylon, | there we ſat down; yea we Wept : 
When wwe remembered thee, O Zion. We banged our 
borge, upen the willows, in the mid theregf*. 
* WE find that the prieſts carried their muſical 
inſtruments along with them, in their captivity, and 
Nebemiah again employed them, after their return, 
in religious offices. As we read in chap, xii. 27. 
Cymbals, pſalterys, harps, and fingers, are mentioned. 
We find too, in after times, in the goſpel of St. Mat- 
thew ix. 23. when our Saviour reſtored the ruler's 
daughter to life, there were minſtrels and muſic be- 
wailing the death of the maid. © 
Fu Is book of Lamentations was wrote upon that 
aforementioned terrible calamicy, which befel the 
Jews; the deſtruction of their city and temple, the 
captivity of the people, the murder of their king and 
Yinces, and an utter ſubverſion of their whole po- 
ity, in church and ſtate. a 
To explain a little, the words of our text. He 
bath violentiy taken- away his tabernacle : That is, 
the Loxp hath cauſed to be deſtroyed, the glorious 
and magnificent. temple of Feruſalem, the moſt 
ſplendid edifice that ever ſtood upon earth: Built 
after the model of the M>/azc tabernacle, which. was 
the origin of-all covered 9 This was as the 
cathedral or metropolitical church of the kingdom, 
vhere they offered the daily morning and evening ſa- 


They that compare this verſe as here in the bible tranſlation, 
with that as in the reading pſalms, By the waters of Babylon ave ſat 
down and wept, will underſtand the difference between Hebrew. meter 
and proſe : For this laſt is mere proſe, whilſt the other is wrote in a 
truly poetic ſtyle, DER 
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r in behalf ef che whom nation ; , "a Ta 
the great and ſdlemn feafts were kept, by the whole 
nation, at once aſſembled. This was de ſeat and 
immediate teſidenee of Febyvab, in a viflble appear- 
—_ N baminous loud, called AIR, oh the 
HE bath de payed Bis pits the a/femiBly. That 
is, the barb ſig ſuffered to of tenſe 1 ſyna- 
gegues and preſeur her in evety town or aun - Which 
we may call pariſh ehurches; ie” the eople 
of that place ordinarily aſſembled on (aBbath days. 
THE Lon? bath canfed the Selen feaſts and 
SABBATHS to be forgorten ' Zion That is, there 
was an abſolute intermiſſion, of if divine offices 


and church ſervice, throughout the whole kingdom: 
Which laſted during their captivity 


AND hath 4, in the” indignathin 9 his 
anger, the king a the prieft Here by an elegant 
reduplication of the terms, in tbr indignation 7 his 
anger, the holy prophet means to aggravate in the 
laſt degree, the fierce a of the Loxp, who 
threw out of his hand; à it were, the king and the 
whole hierarchy, By theſe two he regards in gene- 
ral, the intire exciſion of church and ſtare, as well 
as the particular _— thereof. For he tells us, 
chap. xxxix. 6. that t ontſh monarch ſlew 
king Zedetiab's ſons before his eyes, together with all 
the nobles of Fudab. Then he put out the king's 
eyes, bound him in chains, and carried him captive 
to Babylon. In chap: xxiv. 19. he tells them from 
the Lon, The princes of Judah, the priefls and all 


the people of the land, he will give into"the hand of 


their enemies. And their death bodies ſhall be for meat, 
unto the fouls of heaven, and to the beaſts of the ea rth. 

Suon was the dreadful cataſtrophe which befel 
the nation of the Jews for their fins: How nearly 
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reſet mbling the melancholy fols ſolemnity of this day, che 
dire calamities, which we now commemorate ! This 


day of humiliation; whereof we may 7 with the 
prophet Joel u, 2. A day of darkneſs F gloomi- 
neſs, '@ day of. clouds. vie gs thick, A. as the' 
morning ſpread upon the mountains : A great people 
and a ſtrong, a moſt powerful nation, which God 
had been pleaſed to redeem from the captivity of 
popery 3 which he had fenced in, as his own pecu- 
liar, with the ocean; which he had bleſſed with the 
free exerciſe of pure religion, governed by the gen- 
tle ſway of a limited monarchy, abounding with all 
the comforts of indulgent heaven, rioting in civil 
and religious N Ty i any nation upon earth: 


This nation immerſed in the. Wala and havoc of 2 
civil war! 1110 717 


Ar chat time, as our, Say? zun foretold of the 
fiege of Feruſalem, Mar. Xlii; 12. The Brother be- 
trayed the brotber to death, and the father the ſon © 
And children roſe, up againſt wah eee "and 
cauſed them to be put to death... 20 Bs! 

Ar that time, was ſuch a nde of blood _ 
devaſtation, of unnatural cruelty, ſo contrary to the 
genius of Engliſhmen, as ſcarce' any hiſtory can 
parallel, but thoſe two laſt mentioned, of the Jets. 
Our cathedrals were. demoliſhed, or plundered at 
leaſt, and deſpoiled of all kind of furniture and or- 
nament. Inſtead of religious offices performed there- 
in, they were deſecrated into ſtables, or garriſons of 


war, or priſons. The biſhops and the miniſters of 


pariſh churches ejected, fined, impriſoned. The 
eccleſiaſtical revenues uſurped and alienated. The 
ordinances of the church, the order and decency 
of the adminiſtration in the beaury of holineſs, 
profaned and derided ; then changed for an unhal- 
lowed rabble and rude licentiouſneſs; the neceſſary 
forms of gon, for formal hypocriſy. 
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.- In the ſtate, all orders and degrees among men 26 
levelled. The antient families of nobility and gen- ; 
try maſſacred or baniſhed. Cities, towns, and pa- ö 
laces burnt or ravaged. The laws of the land torn | 
W by the roots. The government and conſtitution 
abſolutely ſubverted, and the king publickly murder d, 
the moſt atrocious parricide, the ſun ever ſaw. 
Bur I purpoſe not, my beloved brethren, to take 
up your time, in painting theſe images of horror 
and amazement, ſo unworthy of the dignity of hu+ 
man nature, which our forefathers ſaw and felt: 
And all had ſome ſhare in the crimes that produced 
thein. Nor ſhall I enter into a political diſquiſition, 
of the bounds between prince and people thrown 
down ; nor point out who were mot to be faulted, 
or rather deſcribe the faults on both parts. A taſk 
that will little become me, in an auditory of Britiſb 
ſenators. I ſhall leave it to your better knowledge 
and diſcernment. 7” | 
Bu r, alas! it was not the little bickerings between 
parties, or the mutual inroads made on prerogative 
and rights, between the governor and governed ; bur 
national crimes, publick wickedneſs, an univerſal 
degeneracy from the fruits of Reformation, which 
brought down that fearful judgment of heaven upon 
us. We may well fay with our prophet Feremiab i. 5. 
of Lamentations: For the Lorp bath affiifted us, 
for the multitude of our tranſgreſſions. 8. Jeruſalem 
bath grievouſly finned. And with Amos iii. 6. Shall 
there be evil in the city, and the Loxp hath not done 
it? And with 1/atah xlv. 7. I make peace and create 
evil, I the Loxp do all theſe things. 

LET us then, as better becomes us, turn our, 
thoughts, to conſider that dark period of our annals, 
as a national puniſhment ; and inveſtigate the ule 
and doctrine to be deduced from it, ſuitable to the 
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mournful occaſion, that calls us together at this 
time. Wherein we may find out the ſource of the 
woes we now lament, that we and our poſterity 
may not ſuffer for them, or again be involved in the 
like calamities, or other national chaſtiſement. 
HE hath violently taken away bis tabernacle, 'he 
hath deſtroyed his places of the afſembly, the Lorn 
bath cauſed the folemn — s ADBAT Es to be 


often in Zion, hath deſpiſed, in the indigna- 
gr bis anger, 23 erlitt bus 
Narion Al judgments are the conſe- 
quents of national ſins, conſequents in a moral and 
even philoſophical ſenſe: As ſure as natural cauſes 
method, we may reduce our diſcourſe at this time, 
to ſome general head; from the whole tenor of 
the fcriptures, nay from common rraſon itſelf, as 
well as not unaptly from theſe worils, we may gather 
this one propoſition, © That the ſum of all tempo- 
< ral calamities which can befal a nation, is owing 
© to the neglect of the public profeſſion of religion or 
“ national duty of the Sabbath.” A conſideration of 
this propoſition, in as conciſe a manner as poflible, 
will take up our preſent time, and may, as I con- 
ceive, be uſefully adapted to the great purpoſe of 
this aſſembly. I ſhall endeavour to treat on the 
ſubject, in the following manner. . 
I. To ſhow the utility and expediency of the 

duty of the ſabbath, as to the moral obligation 
thereof, to peace, publick fafety and good govern- 
ment ; to the temporal proſperity of the ſtare. 
II. To ſhow the divine ſanction of the ſabbath,. 

and the univerſal obligation thereof. 

III. By way of application, that the felicity of 

a nation in general, abſolutely depends upon the 
care of the legiſlature, in making and * 
| uch 
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Juch laws, as regard the public profeſſion of reli- 
gion, or duty of the ſabbath. ELL, 
I. I propos to ſhow the utility and expediency 
of the ſabbath duty, to peace and good government 
to the temporal proſperity of the ſtate; as to the 
moral obligation thereof, as ic may be ſtyled a law 
of nature. | Lee: e | 
Ir gratitude to a benefactor, an acknowledg- 
ment of favours, a return of ſervice, for good re- 
ceived, be a moral law and natural duty ; chat of 
the fabbath muſt needs be one. If we have re- 
ceived: life and the good things thereof, from the 
hands of an almighty father, then prayer and 
thankſgiving to him is neceffarily due. 
Noris can be affirmed more reaſonable, than 
that we ſhould devote ſome part of our time, to 
him that gave us our being, all our time. 
_  PraAvex is of two kinds, public and private. 
Private prayer is an indiſpenſable duty from every 
private perſon, every individual, as he receives the 
wate and family bleſſings of Hife: A daily tri- 
te of gratitude for daily bread. _ As long as our 
pulſe beats, and heart makes our blood to flow, 
private prayer is due to him, that made for us this 
wondrous machine of the body, that daily preſerves 
2nd ſuſtaĩns it. 
Bur this is not enough. We are not only pri- 
vate perſons, and participate of the good things 
which God gives us, either by birth or acquiſition, 
but we are moreover parts of the publick. Man- 
kind can't ſubfiſt without ſociety. We build towns, 
Cities, and make pariſhes, or a collection of fa- 
milies: We form communities, ſtates and govern- 
ments, for mutual ſecurity, and happineſs: Where- 
by we are protected in our perſons and poſſeſſions, 
live comfortably, ſociably, and like rational crea- 
- £11953 3 tures, 
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ures, as becomes us. This ſtate of life therefore 
requires publick prayer, or the duty of the ſabbath. 
| 2 rayer or ſabbath is the congregation 
of God's fairhful people, met together in a publick 
and known. place, for that purpoſe, and at a certain 
and appointed time; to pour forth their prayers 
and praiſes, to the king of heaven, to make inter- 
ceſſion for the whole community to which they 
belong : To implore his favours upon them as a 
nation, as well as to themſelves particularly: To 
ſing. pſalms of thankſgiving and gratitude for the 
publick bleſſings beſtowed on their nation: Such 
as peace and plenty, fruitful ſeaſons, ſafety from 
enemies, invaſions, peſtilential diſtempers, and the 
like : To thank him for good and excellent. kings, 

- princes, and governors ; wiſe, religious, valiant; 
merciful, fathers of their people, and ſuch like 
diſpenſations of God's bountiful hand, to the com- 

mon weal. 1 | 
T BIS is the duty of morality, and law of na- 
ture, which binds us, as the ſubjects of one king, 
as parts of the public. Therefore tis of perpetual 
obligation, and founded on the nature of things; 
unleſs we can prove our ſelves all-ſufficient, and thar 
we owe nothing to divine providence, This is nor 
a ſlight matter, to be paſſed over with indifference; 
a thing which a man may execute as he pleaſes, as 
he is in the humour, and has moſt leiſure and op- 
portunity: But tis abſolutely and indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary. Tis a crime to the publick, to neglect it, 
as well as an affront againſt almighty God. There- 
fore lies directly under the cognizance and animad- 
verſion of the legiſlature, and civil magiſtrate, by 
unavoidable conſequence. - | | 
Wnokvxx then neglects the duty of the ſabbath, 
is as much guilty of the breach of a law, of a moral. 
| x com- 
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commandement, as he that ſteals, that murders, 
that commits adultery. They are all founded on 
the ſame principle. And the magiſtrate who is in- 
truſted with the executive part of the law, who 
neglects it in his own example, or in puniſhing the 
negle of it in others, is as much culpable, as to ler 
thoſe other enormous crimes go unpuniſhed. 
Tux reaſon of the thing is very evident in ano- 
ther light. The perſon who neglects the ſabbath 
. withdraws himſelf from his ſhare of the bleſſings, 
which God - continues weekly to diſpenſe toward 
that nation, He has no real right to them, as he 
has not contributed toward obtaining them. And 
tho he enjoys theſe bleſſings, in common with the 
other good ſubjects, yet he is no true ſubject, but 
ought to be looked on as an excreſcence only of the 
government. He is criminal to the public as well 
as to God almighty, in ſuch his neglect. 
Nox is there any reaſon to expect, that a man 
who is ungrateful and diſobedient to God, ſhould 
be more careful of his duty to. his king and country, 
to his neighbour, or in any office of lite. 

Bo r to carry this matter ſtill further, upon the 
ſuppoſition that the law of the ſabbath was only 


arbitrary and political, or bas no higher a founda- 


tion than that of canon or common law, or of an 
act of parliament.: It muſt be acknowledged to be 


wiſe in the higheſt degree, infinitely beneficial to the 


public weal, as it affords an opportunity to mankind, 
weekly to learn, to have the duties of morality in- 
culcated to them, to have the ten commandments 
- «thundered in their ears. That they may be reminded 
of their duty to God, their neighbour and them- 
ſelves, to their king and country. . And all this, in 
reſpect of the generality and much the greateſt part 
of the world, is abſolutely neceſſary, For how 
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and the inferior part of mankind, inſtead of having 


ſhould they know what is criminal, unleſs they 
be taught? Tis true, the voice of nature will do 
ſome what toward it, but few. there are philoſophers 
and per people, or able to attend to the moſt 
obvious truths of this ſort, eſpecially, when a cor- 
rupt nature operates againſt them. 

Ir ſufficient care was taken of this matter, exe- 
cutions would not be ſo frequent among us. Our 
lives and properties not ſo ious, whilſt children 


religious duties 1 on their minds, by fre- 
quenting the church (which is of much ſtronger in- 
fluence, than the terrors of the law) either through 
their own inclination, or their maſters negligence, 
live a life utterly devoid of all moral knowledge. 
And a moſt melancholy truth it is, though laughed 
at by ſome licentious people, that the poor unhappy 
wretches, who die by the iron hand of juſtice, as 
juſtly as conſtantly, charge the origin of all their 


misfortunes, to the breach of the ſabbath. Where- 


by ſo many miſerable creatures loſe their lives, the 
community loſes ſo many ſubjects, and incurs fo 
much danger. . 
THEREFORE if we would have life a real bleſ- 
ſing, and that we may paſs our days here ſafely 
and comfortably, there cannot be a better precept to 
the public than this, keep the ſabbath. | 
Tnus then we have confidered this affair, as a 
civil and political duty, what a wiſe ſtate would 
command to be obſerved, for the manifeſt benefits 


and advantages accruing therefrom : Or rather from 
the neceſſity of it. ; 


ILW = come in the ſecond place to ſhew the inſti- 
tution of the ſabbath to be a matter really ſacred, 
of a divine ſanction, and made univerſally obliga- 
1ory, by the author of all things, 
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To prove the divine inſtitution of the ſabbath, 
I am confident, my beloved brethren, I need not be 
elaborate in a chriſtian aſſembly. But becauſe 
ſometimes the moſt important truths are not ſeri- 
ouſly attended ro, give me leave to obſerve, that 
there are ſome learned men and good chriſtians, 
who have taken the inſticution of the ſabbath, to 
be a matter merely Judaical: A part of the ceremo- 
nious yoke, laid upon that ſtiff-necked people, to 
contain them in duty by force, which good uſage 
could not do. Thar chriſtian liberty was not neceſ- 
farily concerned in it, any farther, than as it may 
be a moral and uſeful ordinance, to be left to the 
diſcretion of government. RE 

Bu T this opinion leſſens much the intrinſic and 
eſſential obligation thereof, and is certainly ill 
founded; as I ſhall ſhew by theſe two ſhort and 
plain confiderations. 8 4 

1. Tux opinion of theſe gentlemen is this. 
That the ſabbath ſaid in ſcripture, to be inſtituted 
at the time of creation, is added by Moſes (who 
wrote for the ſake of the Feuiſb church) by way of 
anticipation only; and to prepare for the introduc- 


tion of this law, with greater advantage, among the 


other truly moral ones, of the decalogue, or ten 
commandments, But to confute this opinion, ler 
us obſerve, ED | 

In every act of parliament, there is, what we 
cal, the preamble, which contains the intent and 
motive, the reaſon of making that act. Now it 
would be a moſt rude affront, an impeachment of 
the wiſdom of the legiſlature, to ſay, that they have 
made an abſurd, or inconcluſive preamble to their 
act, one which is not to the purpoſe, or which is a 
falſe reaſon. And aſſuredly it would be the ſame 
affront, to affirm the * God almighty, the ſu- 
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preme Legiſlator : Whether Moſes or any of "us 


| ſhould preſume to ſay it. Therefore to ſer this 


matter in the cleareſt light, let us have recourſe to 
the original law : Exod. xx. where 'tis more empha- 
tically expreſſed, than in our common prayer books *. 
8. Remember the ſabbath day, to keep it holy. 
9. Six days ſhalt thou labour and ds all thy work. 
10. But the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the 
LoRD thy God. 5 ; | 
11. For in fix days, the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the ſea, and all that in them is: And reſted 
the ſeventh day: Wherefore the LoRD bleſſed the ſab- 
bath day, and hallowed it. | 
HERE we find expreſly, as words can make it, 
the reaſon, or preamble, why God enacted this law, 
and that wholly referring to the work of. creation, 
conſonant to that of Geneſis ii. 3. And God bleſſed 
the ſeventh day and ſanctiſied it: becauſe that in it, 
be had reſted from all his work, which God created 
and made. Becauſe the ſeventh day is God's ſab- 
bath or reſt, from making the world; therefore in 
imitation of himſelf, he will have it to be made ſab- 
bath, or reſt, not to the Fews, not to any one na- 
tion, bur to all mankind. y 291 
*'T1s childiſh here to object, that if this reaſon + 
was valid, we ought to keep ſaturday, not ſunday. 
We ſhall not enter into a diſquiſition, whether it 
be true or no, what ſome very learned men have 
advanced ; that the original patriarchal ſabbath was 
really ſunday, not ſaturday, and therefore reſtored 
in chriſtianuy. Sufficient it is for us at preſent to 
obſerve, that the morality of the ſabbath does not 
conſiſt in the day, but in the aſſignment of a ſe- 


Remember that thou keep holy the ſabbath day: Keep the ſabbath 
day to ſanctify it, Deut. v. 12. . d a 
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venth part of our time to holy uſes, to the buſineſs 
ofthe fabbath. n. | 

Bur from what we before advanced, concern- 
ing the preamble of the law itſelf, we may de- 
mand; can any one be ſo imprudent, to; fay no 

worſe of it, as to tell us another reaſon for this com- 
mandment, than what is aſſerted? That it was not 
ſtatuted in regard to creation, but in regard to the 
children of T1/rael, 2500 years after? Who will make 
Moſes a liar, much leſs God almighty : As if they 
ſhould declare a falſe. and contradictory reaſon for 
this law? Therefore we lay this down as an unde- 
niable conclufion, that the iv commandment in 
the decalogue, is a divine law, as old as the creation, 
was promulgated to the whole world, and of uni- 
verſal obligation. 1 Tapas. 1833 17t06 

2. I iNFER the ſame conclufion from this ſecond 
conſideration. The ſabbath duty is the life, the 
ſoul, the very eſſence of religion. The ſabbath 
duty is properly religion: "Tis practical religion. 
Religion is not a theoretical and ſpeculative thing, 
but is matter of practice. And therefore thoſe 
good men the patriarchs, who lived before Moſes, 
were perfect in their generations, Gen. xvii. Hebrews 
xi. Sc. and were accepted of by God, moſt aſ- 
ſuredly obſerved the ſabbath, from the beginning 
of the world, becauſe it was commanded from the 
beginning of the world. Therefore the edict from 
mount Sinai, was but a republication of it. 

'T 15s very remarkable, that in ſcripture we find 
not the inſtitution of ſacrifices, tho” the practice of it 
was univerſal, was accepted of by God, for the remiſj- 
ſion of fins, Levit xvii. 11. Heb.ix, 7, 13. So the prac- 
tice of the ſabbath among the patriarchs, happens 
not to be mentioned in expreſs terms, though the 

injunction thereof is wrote in largeſt characters, 

Gene /. 


ob 
- „ 
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Genef. ii. 3. as as the creation of the univerſe. 
But as in one caſe, we infer the divine inſtitution 
of facrifices from the patriarchal practice: So by a 


like conſequence not to be diſputed, tis juſt to con- 
clade, rhoſe good men, beloved of God, obſerved 
the ſabbath, becauſe it was commanded by God. 
THEREFORE thoſe people miſerably deceive 
themſelves, that would ſpirit away the ſabbath as 
a Moſaic precept only. It was aſſuredly the patri- 
archal practice from the beginning of the world. 
Bur being in time, through the devil's 
deceit and the corrupt will of mankind, God al- 
mighty thought fit to proclaim ic afreſh with the 
terrific pomp of mount Sinai. This difference in- 
deed there was between the patriarchal and jewiſh 
ſabbath, that whoever deſecrated the latter, was 
immediately put to death, as we read, Exod xxxi. 14. 
XXV. 2. The commandment was confirmed and 
continued in our Saviour's republication of- the 
patriarchal religion and delivered to the chriſtian 
church. Whence Jaiab, chap. lvi. proclaiming 
the advent of Meffiah, declares him 56lefſed, that 
keepeth the —— It was the firſt law of heaven, 
and muſt be continued to the final reſt and jubilee 
of the ſaints, the ſabbatiſm (as tis in the original) 
mentioned Hebrews iv. 9. the eternal heavenly ſab- 
bath | 
PRACTICE is the life of any profeſſion, inſtitu- 
tion, art or ſcience. A man may ſtudy or learn the 
knowledge of any art, but he can reap no fruit 
from it, without practice. Therefore 'tis to no pur- 
poſe, to talk of piety and virtue, of charity, ho- 
neſty, morality, and the like ; our Saviour informs 


* "Aga d rcιννwt CafBarious; Ta N TH Org, There remaineth 
therefore a reſt to the people of God, 
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us, that we are to be known by our fruits. The 
reſt are only names, unleſs brought into act, and on 
a true foundation, conformable toGod's commands. 
A man can neither learn his duty rightly, nor do it 
rightly, but by making his regular and conſtant 
approaches to God's houſe. Much the greateſt part 


of mankind want to be taught, the wiſeſt and beſt 


of us may ſtill learn; and to all of us, tis abſolutely 


neceſſary to pay our weekly adoration, at the throne 


of grace, in the midſt of the congregation of the 
faithful. el - 

Hxxcx it is, that as this duty includes the whole 
practice of religion: The word ſabbath is ſome- 
times taken in ſcripture, to mean the whole week, 
as particularly Lule xviii. 12. I faſt twice in the 
werk , *tis ſabbath in rhe original. Sometimes tis 
taken to ſignify all religious feſtivals in general, all 
great and ſolemn aſſemblies, as in Levuit. xxiii. 35, 39. 
where the firſt day of the week, and the eighth day 


are called ſabbaths; in the 24 verſe, the firſt day 


of the ſeventh month is called ſabbath, becauſe the 
great feaſt of trumpets. And in Levit. xxv. 4. 
every whole ſeventh year is called a ſabbath. So 
we read throughout the bible, that the ſabbath is 
uſed as a general name, as an external action, 
comprehending the intire ſyſtem of religion. 

'T 1s further highly worthy of our particular re- 
mark, that in the ſecond chapter of Genefis, wherein 
the paradifiacal ſtate is repreſented, between the 
hiſtory of creation and that of our fatal lapſe : We 
have only an account of the inſtitution of the fab- 
bath, and the inſticution of matrimony. Therein 
Moſes, as a moſt ſublime and excellent writer, who 
uſes great conciſeneſs in matters of fo high anti- 


Haris $4; v6 ouf88are, I faſt twice in the ſabbath. 
| quity, 


N 


— — — — * 
A SERMON preachd before 


quity, comprehends the promulgation of all laws 
Weine and human, all that relates to religion, and 
all that relates to civil-policy. _ FE 

Taz ordinance of the ſabbath means the inſti- 
tution of religion, that of matrimony. includes all 

ernment : Becauſe tis the foundation of fami- 
fies rowns, cities, ſtates, and kingdoms, the ori- 
gin of civil, ſocial, and rational life. Theſe two 
joined together in one compoſitum, and each properly 
.adjuſted, make up a tate or a government, as ſoul 
and body united, make up a man. ” as 
III. TarRETORR, to make ſome application. in the 
third place, of what has been ſaid; we muſt ſhew, 
that the felicity of a nation abſolutely depends upon 
the care of the legiſlature, in making and execut- 
ing, ſuch laws as regard the publick profeſſion of reli- 
gion, or duty of the ſabbath, equally as in making 
ſuch laws as regard the civil community. 

T 1s indeed is the conſequence of all that has 
been ſaid, and requires but little illuſtration. If 
we believe, that God who has diſplayed all poſſible 
marks of infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, in 
the formation of the natural world, ſhould have 
any care and regard for the moral world: If we 
believe the natural world was made for the fake of 
mankind: If we believe any religion neceſſary 
among men. Hence then juſtly we find the neglect 
of the ſabbath, as including all religion, theory, 
and practice, is aſſigned for the adequate cauſe of 
that terrible calamity mentioned in our text, the 
utter ruin of the Jewiſh conſtitution in church and 
ſtate: Like that national judgment, which we this 
day deplore. God almighty by his holy prophets, 
in many places of ſcripture, expreſly declares it: 
And that he proportioned the time of the Babyloniſb 
captivity, as weighed in the juſt balance of heaven, 

exactly 
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exactiy to the quantity of their negiecting the ſab- 
bacical duties, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21. Nebem. K. 31. 
Liu in their return from the captivity, we 
And che ptopbet Nebemiub x. 31. iii. 15, 19, 22. 
complaining again of this evil, and guarding againſt 
it with all his mighe, as the fountain of cheir forther 
woe. In ſaw I in Judah, fone treating 
wine. preſſes on the fabbath, and bringing in 2 
and A, iſo tine, grapes, und Sed 
all manner f Burdens, which they ee, 
falem on the ſabbath dy, and 1 xe 
in the herein they fold viffiials. 
46. There dwelr men of Tyte dlfo leres which 
brought fiſh, Aud all hitter of abs," and fold on the 
Sabbath, wnto the thildren of judal aud in jeruſalem. 
17. Then T contended with the nobles of Judah, 
and ſaid unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, 
and profane the ſabbath day*? | 
WV may obſerve the ſame parallel too nearly 
adhaſted, to the practice of our anceſtory in this na- 
tion, an hundred years ago; a high neglect of the 
ſabbath; ſports and paſtime; . games, exercifes then 
practiſed under publick authotity. That very book 
of ſports, by judicious hiſtorĩans, has been thought 
to be the ſource and fountain of chat deluge of mi- 
ſeries, which God. thought fit to bring g upon us by 
the great rebellion t- Wherein the church of Eng 
land and the monarchy were ruined, by an uncouth 
union of the eckaries whoſe only merit ſeerns to 
have been a ſtri& obſervance of the fabbarh. And 
would to God, chete was, on our part, no room to 


wiſh, that we ſhould learn of them iff in chat 
Pg eli PHO”. 
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parties 


TLis but too obvious, how we, at this time are 


lapſed again into the ſame egregious wickedneſs: And 
ſo much the worſe, as one Kind of it, ; that of travel- 
ling on ſundays, ſo faſhionable among the higher 
rank, being a thing public and notorious, hurts as 
much by example, as it is intrinſically criminal. 
Inſtead of being a day of holy reſt, tis become, as it 
were, the ſtatutable day of diverſion, viſits, and 

es of pleaſure. But ſin is of an infectious nature. 
It ſpreads like a plague or conflagration. Tis ſure 
to triumph, when it becomes faſhionable, it ga- 


\ 


thers ſtrength by running, and knows no bounds. 


+ AND ſee the conſequences of all this in the holy 


prophet Nebemiab, remonſtrating from the judgment 
paſt, to that which was to be expected, xiii.' 18. 
Did not our fathers thus, and did not God bring all 


this evil upon us, and upon this city? Yet you bring 


more wrath upon Iſrael, by profaning the ſabbath. _. 
REMEMBER, O ye magiſtrates, parents, maſters, 
and governors, whoever have any authority over 


others, that you are culpable for all the crimes of 
your ſervants and dependants, for the ill actions of 


their lives; who by your example, or by otherwiſe 


employing them, rob them of the true uſe of the 


Lord's day, the frequenting the aſſembly of the ſaints. 


All your domeſtics, . all your creatures of labour, 
have a divine right and preſcription on that day, 


to reſt from ſervile work. 


Ir may perhaps be objected to the doctrine hare 


advanced, that the great and powerful nations of old, 
the kingdoms of the earth, flouriſhed without any 


ſabbatical obſervance. To which I could give an 


anſwer largely: But at preſent, only remark what is 


ſufficient. This argument of the objectors proves 

too much, if it proves any thing. I might with bet- 

ter authority pronounce, that all the great and * 
Ci er 
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erful nations of old, are ſunk and-periſhed, for want 
of that obſervance. The Afyrian, Perfiari, Mace- 
domian, Syrian, Egyptian, Roman monarchies are 
diſſolved. Thoſe very powers made uſe of by God 
almighty-to puniſh the Fews, from time to time, 
for this very fault, are in their turns, fallen the like 
victims of national crimes, for want of a ſabbath. 
As our prophet among others, repeatedly foretold, 
Ferem. xxv. 12, 19, 20, Gc. l, li, throughout. 
1. TRE hebdomadal diviſion of time obtaining 


throughout the whole world, from the beginning of 


any accounts we have in hiſtory, proves the com- 
mand for ſanctifying one day in ſeven, as old as the 
beginning: Though the ſacredneſs of that day be- 
came loſt or neglected. Again, ſuppoſe the nations 
never had, or had forgot the ſanctity of one day in 
a week, and that Moſes either firſt publiſhed; or re- 
publiſhed this law, to his people ; if we well weigh 
the great wiſdom of the inſticution, both in a moral 
and a religious view, we cannot but think it a no- 
ble evidence of the divine miſſion of the great He- 
brew Legiſlator. And if that be allow'd, it equally 
proves my firſt aſſumption. For if Moſes was a 
man of God, and wrote by the holy Spirit of God, 
then the inſtitution of the ſabbath, immediately after 
creation, is true, as he has repreſented it. — 

2. Wan, devaſtation and blood, unkindly ſeaſons, 
froſts, droughts, and overflowing of waters, fires and 
tempeſts, poverty, ſcarcity, a popular murmuring and 
uneaſineſs, at this time appear like a ſcourge held 
up in God's hand, to reclaim us from the publick 
neglect of practical religion. But beſides domeſtic 
dangers, beſides thoſe terrors of the Lord which we 
have been ſenſible of here; in our days is ariſen a 
political comet, of a hideous ſize, upon the Euro- 
pean horizon, which has _ in well nigh, all 
BW 2 the 
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the public good: ſucceſsful, let us apply by a refor- 


che Kingdoms of che continent, into bis fiery train. 
This popiſh Babylon. too neat us, like che great red 
dragon in the Revelatibns ch xii yawns to devour us. 
From your wiſdom. alone, under God,” depend the 
liberties; of a third part of the eapth; Vain is it to 
talk of FR: ———__ profanations, whereby we 
may ward off the; impending: blow of dixine judg- 
ment, Without the ſecular arm, n hand of 
government. 

W of the winiduy cannot * a remedy to 
this threatning ; miſebigf This! of all enormities 
eludes. he avant. zeal of the preacher: Hm ſbali 
they call; on Gad, in whom: they: 4 ey nat believed? 
And. bow ſhall they: believe in him, of dubom they have 
not beard'? And how ſhall they bean, who. attend: nes 
an the, preacher Rom. x. 14. How ſhall they know 
religio n or common morality, who: never approach 
God's houſe. ?; They cannot: expect God's holy. Spi- 
rit to illuminate, to lead: and. guide them, bur mk 

aſking-it, but by, ſeeking where he is to be found. 
This, is like the ſin — the holy Ghoſt, incure- 
able, becauſe it prevents a remedy. 

Bu T to make this and all your other cares 1 


mation of our manners, to the divine aſſiſtance, 
and cry out with Nebemiab ix. 31. on the like oc- 
caſion, Nevertheleſs, jor thy great mercy. ſake, con- 


fume, us not Ig nor ſecſale us, for: tou art 2 


merciful G 
32 Now — our Cad, the great, hevighty, 
and the terrible God, who: krepeſt covenant and\mercy, 
let not all the trouble ſeem. little before thee, that came 
upon us, on aur Ring; on our princes, and, on our 
Ff rieſis, and on aur praphets, andc an aur fathers, 
and an- all thy people: Since the e ee 
* unie this on. 2nd 1 fic 
33. How 
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33. Hebei thom art juſt, in all that was 
Lrongii upon ut, for W done right, but we ns 
dam wickedly. - 

34. Neither ans our kings, our Seiten; our 
frirſis, nor e dee eee nor bearkned un- 
- 4 thy comma J. 

3. Lr us then in this day of b with 
great contrition of heart, with the utmoſt proſtra- 
yon of mind and body, deprecate that vengeance 
due to the crimes of our anceſtars, and that barba- 
rous murder of the royal martyr, as on this day per- 
petrated; which our church calls upon us now to 
make an atonement for. And let us take the advice 
of our bleſſed Saviour fu firr 70: mare, le a worſe 
evil come upon us. For unleſi we repent, we ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh; And. principally to you it belongs, 
to provide . a punctual obſervation: of — 

Which is practical religion. Fi that 
alone which can again raiſe up the drooping 
ſpirit of religion: among; us, which is the comple- 
ment of all —— felicity. Tis that which brings 
down the bleſſings aß heaven; rather, which brings 
down heaven uponuearth. 

T IS our part and: duty, to cull abe ſabbark 
deligbt, the boly' of the Lrrd, bonour able; Iſa. lviii. 13. 
not to turn it into a day of buſineſs, or of diverſion, 
but rightly to celebrate: it ta the honour and ſervice 
of the great creator, according to its intention from 
the creation. Then righteouſneſs and peace ſhall kiſs 
each other ; truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth, and 
righteouſneſs ſhall look down from heaven : Ta, the 
LORD fhall give us all that is good, and our land 
ſhall yield her imcreaſe. 

THEN will, God continue us a flouriſhing people 
for the benefit of his church and the proteſtant reli- 
gion in general ; the great bulwark againſt popery 

3 an 


SEEM 3 ; 
A SERMON preachd before, &c. 


- * *** * 


and arbitrary power. For this we have the firmeſt 
aſſurance, even divine authority, in the words of 
our prophet Feremiab xvii. 19. with which I ſhall 
conclude. Ta ITN re os 
THUS ſaith Jehovah unto me, Go and fland in 
the gate of the children of the people, whereby the 
kings of Judah come in, and by the which they go out, 
and in all the gates of Jeruſalem. | 
20. AND ſay unto them, hear ye the 8 þ Jeho- 
vah, ye kings of Judah and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, that enter in by theſe gates. 
24. IF ye diligently hearken unto me, to bring in 
no burden through the gates of this city, on the ſab- 
bath day: But hallow the ſabbath day, to do no work 
therein. | 2 1 
26. THEN fhall there enter into the gates of this 
city, kings and princes, fitting upon the throne of Da- 
vid, riding in chariots and on horſes : They and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of je- 
ruſalem, and this city ſhall remain for ever. 


Gop grant this to our Zion, for the fake and 
through the merits alone, of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : To whom, with the eternal 
Father, and. moſt holy Spirit be aſcribed, as is moſt 
juſtly due, all poſſible honour and glory, might, 
majeſty and dominion, now and for ever, Amen, 


